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God hath not 7 grep us the ſpirit of” fear; j bur 


of love. 


\IHOUGH the two grand religious eſtabliſhments, 
| which have been ſucceſſively granted to mankind, 
the moſaic and the chriſtian, both ſeem, to con- 
tain the ſame general principles of faith and practice, to be 
adapted to the nature and conſtitution of man, and to pro- 
mote the ſame important purpoſes of enlightening and 
reforming the K ; yet, notwithſtanding this ſimilarity, 
their genius appears to be very different, and the reſpective 
and diſtinguiſhing principle of each ſeems to operate in a 
way peculiar to itſelf. 

In the marc: diſpenſation, though we 1 meet | 
with the moſt engaging repreſentations of the Divinity, „ext 
we are frequently ſtruck with ſcenes of a very, different 
aſpe ct. God is often repreſented more like a maſter than a 
— *4 he ſeems rather, to command. than to, invite, to 
Ante, rather than to perſuade : he is adorned, indeed with 
majeſt Ds but he is cloathed likewiſe with terror; 5 and che 
manife ſtations which he gives of his power are ſuch as 
inſpire no leſs dread than wonder. 


The | 


4 

The chriſtian inflitution, on the other hand, places the 
Deity 1 in the moſt amiable point of view; as com aſſion- 
ating the follies and the weakneſſes of men; as 
them from a ſtate of the moſt cruel and deplorable ſervi- 
tude; and as reconciling the world to himſelf by Feſus 
Chriff.* Men are engaged to their duty by the moſt plea- 
ling, as well as by the moſt powerful motives : the love of 
God to man, and the love of men to God and to each 
other, are the eſſential characteriſtics, . they are the firſt 
principles, and they are likewiſe the ſubſtance, the ſum and 
the conſummation of the goſpel. 

The reſpective ſtyles of theſe two diſpenſations ſeem to 
confirm this obſervation ; for in the New Teftament we find 
that the whole of religion is moſt. 3 expreſſed by 
what is naturally pleaſing and amiable ; . lobe of God 
and of our neigbbour; whereas in the hs Teftament” the 
phraſe commonly ts, the fear of God; the fear of the 
Lord; and this 1s repeated in ſo great a variety of inſtances, 
as if it encouraged and recommended our thinking of. the 
Deity i in that preciſe point of view. 

Now, as there is I one God, and as he i is permanbnt 
in his nature and attributes, ſurely the God of the Hebrews 
muſt be the fame with the God of the Cheiftians. Should 
not he therefore always appear adorned with the ſame cha- 
racters of goodneſs and beneficence which we at prefent 
univerſally aſcribe to the Divinity ? fthould not the ſame 
feelings and affections always direct and animate the ſervice 
Which he requires from his rational creatures ? yet certainly 
no feelings at firſt view appear more : oppoſite and contradic- 


_ tory 


Ti Cor. v. 18, 19. 


2 
tory than love and fear; nay, we are told by one apoſtle, 
that we have not received the ſpirit of bondage again to 
ear ;* and by another, that there is no fear in love; but 
that perfect love caſteth out fear; becauſe fear hath torment; 


and 5 he that feareth is not made perfect in love. + 
It ſhall therefore be the buſineſs of this dilcourle, 


I. To explain the foundation and propriety of making 
theſe two affections of fear and love, the principal and 
reſpective ſources of obedience 1 in the fewiſb and chriftian 
diſpenſations. And, 

II. To make 3 n upon the ſubject, as may 
ſeem to be beſt i to this imp and een 


occaſion. 


I. In the firſt be then we ſhall cacti to explain 
the foundation and propriety of making fear and love the 
principal and reſpective ſources of obedience in the jewiſh 
and c r1/tian diſpenſations. 903 4% Nil 

Now one reaſon for the peculiar ſpitit ob * medic inſti. 
tution may, I think, be drawn from the fewiſb character. 

A long and dreadful famine, which afflicted ei 
bouring countries, had induced the Hebrews to ſeek re ef 
in Egypt. There they at firſt met with a moſt friendly Te” 
ception, thro' the: influence of Jaſepb, from whole ſervices © 
Egypt had reaped the moſt fignal advantages: but after 
the death of this public benefactor, the Hebrews ſoon be- 18 
came the objects of the by ee contempt * they were 
reduced to the moſt vile ſervitude, and treated by theit | 
maten with the moſt barbarous and wanton ſeverity. * 

B By 


* Rom. viit. 15. See Gal v. 1. iv. 3, 4. Heb. xii. 18— 24. + 1 John iv. 18. 
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Buy the long duration of this cruel flavery their minds be- 
came totally Gebaled; their underſtandings were deprived of 
the advantages of knowledge and improvement; and the 
hardſhips which they. underwent produced ſtil worſe effects 
upon their tempers. In ſhort, they at laft degenerated into 
mere ſlaves; and became an ignorant, cruel, ſtubborn and 
ſtiffnecked people. They had hardly an idea of any au- 
thority but of that of a taſk-maſter; and being incapable. 
of noble and generous ſentiments, they knew no other way. | 
of ſhewing ſpirit than that of rebellion. _ | 

There can be no ſtronger proof of the low ſtate to. which 
they were reduced, than their laviſh adherence to the idola- 
try of their perſecutors, after many endeavours had been 
employed to inſpire them with more rational and more ele- 
vated ſentiments. Reaſon, gentleneſs and inſinuation were 
found to have no effect on the obſtinacy of their tempers ; 
even repeated miracles were unable to keep, them Ready 1 in 
the belief of the unity of the God-head, which was n 
principal aim of the moſaic diſpenſation. 

They were perpetually relapſing into the Egyptian . 
ſtitions; ſo obſtinately perverſe were they in this reſpect, 
that there: was ſcarcely a god or an idol, in any country thro' 
which they paſſed, that they were not eager to adopt as a 
new object of adoration. Nay, at the very time that Mo/es 
was upon mount Sinai, in the midſt of all the terrors and 
wonders which attended the promulgation of their law, they 
impoveriſhed. themſelves, by giving up all their ear-rings 
and their gold, in order to make an idol ſimilar to what 


ha had ſeen worſhipped | in Eg ypt.. | 
- + Tp 


. 
8 . 


(3) 


The moment chiey. taſted the joys of peace and proſperity, 
they roſe in rebellion, and went in queſt of new gods: and 
nothing leſs than a defeat, a famine, or a peftrlence could 

zen their minds to recolleion, and imprefs upon them a 
ſenſe of their apoſtacy. At laft a cruel and tedious capti- 
vity of ſeventy years was found neceſſary to conquer 


effectually that extravagant paſſion which they had ſo long 


and ſo wantonly indulged for idolatry and ſuperſtition. © 
Now, if we ee to hie; peculiar „Dinter poo 4 the 


*44 rr Ft? 


to their tempers 3 and” the 621 one that cult: ſecure the 
great end of the revelation. which was'g ranted them.” 
In the ſecond place it may be obſerved, that the moſaic 
inſtitution was preſented to the Jews as a nation; their 
religion was blended” with their polity; both tac Her 
formed one uniform, and connected yſtefn. As God done 
was by that inſtitution made the object of their worlhip, he 
became likewiſe their ſupreme magiſtrate; he was equally 
the head of their church and of their ſtate ; and the admid 
niſtration of all their civil as well as religious affairs was 
veſted ſolely 1 in him. This intimate union of religion and 
polity was to be the foundation of obedience, and the rule 
of conduct to every Je, both in his private and public : 
capacity: in this ir confiſted che Peculfar * WS 
their eſtabliſhment.” 
The laws and ordinances then, 65 which the Jews were 


n that period t to be governed, muſt e PRIN of 


the nature of the laws of n political eſtabliſnments; the 
ſpirit and genius of them muſt be of the ſame kind; be: 
' cauſe, like them, they were addreſſed to a political bods - 
| and, the end. of them was to preſerve. to that body the ali 
enjoyment of its national and of its ſocial, as well as of its 
religious privileges. | 
Now the force or ſpring = ol cations! and pe _ 

is founded on fear; it is the ſanction alone that makes laws 
| really ſuch ; remove that, and what before was a law, 
| aſſumes a new nature, and becomes only an advice ; and 
conſequently loſes all 'the force which eſſentially belongs to 
a law. Indeed ſuch is the nature of ſociety, that it cannot 
be otherwiſe. 861 Arc a7 
| Every man, WhO enters into ſociety, gives up. a part 5 
1 his natural liberty; and in return obtains a protection and 
ſecurity for his perſon, his property, his reputation, and the 
lk liberty that remains to him. The ſecurity. of theſe; privi- 
ſleges is the great object of the political union; and thete- 
if fore every infringement of them muſt, if. poſſible, be pre- 
vented. For this reaſon laws will conſiſt chiefly of prohibi- 
tions, and will operate by, terror: qothes will puniſh; but 
ö they cannotiteward...f e o oo os 


1441 


ſi The external e ctions only of n men are the on: of law: a, 
i they alone being fixed and determinate :, but the merit of 
aan action does not conſiſt in the external act itſelf; that is 
to be found only in the heart, f in the diſpoſitions, in the 
motives and intentions; and theſe, being ſecret and inviſi- 
ble, are not cognifable 2 any human law whatſoever. ANY 
Now, with regard to puniſhments, the caſe is 5 
different; for the prohibition of the law is not directed 
againſt the affection of the heart, the intentions or motives; 
| but 
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but againſt the very out ward act iche and To puniſh 
ments will vety naturally take place. + 
Upon this priactple almoſt all the. la in the world are 3 
framed ;. they are generally in the form of prohibitions z 


they are of a penal Nature; and conſequently: muſt operate : 


by the way of terrour. Thus the natural ſanction of every 
law is fear; and indeed in the nature of the _— it can x 
have no other. 

Since then the l n was mroconlnited to an | united | 
body of men, and was to govern them as a nation; fince 
the religious and political parts of it were ſo intimately oon 
nected as to make one regular and uniform ſyſtem; and 
ſince the object of their worſhip Was himſelf their legiſlator 
and ſupreme magiſtrate, and conſequently Parody, in his 
own hands the execution of the Jaws which regarded both 
their church and their ſtate; the mo/arc inſtitution muſk 
neceſſarily reſemble other ie eſtabliſnments; his laws 
muſt operate by terrour 3 chat 155 by: the dread. 1. acht, 
ment. 

Thus, the fear of God, ho Kue of the Hale would 
become natural and common phraſes, as belt enpreſſing the 
proper principle of civil and religious bbedierice united 
in one common point of view. Acad we find that, 
among the Fews, abe fear of the Lord, ſigniſied the ſum 
and ſubſtance both of their givil and of their religious duty; 
their duty to one another as men, and as fellow-citizens; 
and their duty to God as their ſupreme magiſtrate, and as 
the object of their worſhip ; a being who is therefore repre- 
ſented . his honour, „ dad gremendous in his 


er. 
"0 . In 


4 610) 


In this\ oint of view then every material circumſtance 
which peculiarly affected the Jewiſh nation unites ; it ſhews 
clearly the foundation and propriety of making fear the 
principle of jewiſh obedience ; - and conſequently diſplays 
the great wiſdom of providence in having fo well adapted 
a ſyſtem of religious polity to ſo ſingular a people. 

If we now turn our eyes to the chriſtian diſpenſation ; 
we ſhall behold a very different ſyſtem of things ; a ſyſtem 


which ought to engage the greater attention, as it ſeems to 


| have been entirely diſregarded in various ages and nations, 


by many who have honoured themſelves with the title of 
Chriſt $ diſciples. 

Our Saviour himſelf appears to have been at great pains 
to guard us againſt error in this matter, and to explain to us 
the true ſpirit of his religion. He foreſaw, no doubt, that 
the paſſions and prejudices of the world would be too apt to 


interfere in religious affairs; that blind zealots would be 


daring enough to teach for 5 


men, making the commandment of God of none effe& by their 
traditions ;* and that the truth and beautiful Ape of 


his goſpel would be ſullied and diſguiſed, in order to accom- 
pliſh the low and beggarly ſchemes of avarice, or the more 


daring and more dangerous projects of ambition. 


Now, the chriſtian inſtitution, tho' it exerts its influence 
by enforcing every civil and political, as well as every reli- 
gious duty, yet was never intended, like the Jewiſh, to 
operate in any reſpect as a ſyſtem of davional law, or a mere 
rule of civil life. Our Saviour, at a very critical and inte- 
reſting moment, peremptorily diſclaimed all pretenſtons of 

that 


Mat. xv. 6, 9. 


5 S 


«< AS: 53 Es 


that ſort... My kingdom, ſays he, ig not of ; this. SY if 
my Kingdom were | of | this, world, then would my ervants 


ebe, that 7 ſbould not be delivered to > the Fews ; '$ but now 


is my kingdom not from Bence. 

This inſtitution then has ES to do with polity, « or 
with the ſchemes of politieians; though, to the diſgrace of 
chriſtians, it has been but too frequently. connected with 
them. It was not to be confined to any particular nation, 


language or people: on the contrary, the goſpel, was to be 


preached ta every creature f; it was to have human nature 


for its object; it was to embrace the permanent, the eternal 
intereſts of mankind. 

Hence we find that it has all 1 marks and n 

of an univerſal, moral, and religious eſtabliſhment. It ad- 
dreſſes itſelf to the hearts and conſciences of men, as indi- 
viduals; and therefore, tho it likewiſe has its terrours, for 
knowing the terrour of the Lord we perſuade. men 3 yet 1 its 
nature is of the ſoft, gentle and inſinuating kind. 
It is a comprehenſive ſyſtem of peace and love, which 
adopts all men into the ſame family ; links them together by 
tbe affection of brethren; and _— them all in the ſervice 
of Almighty God their common Father. Thus love, as has 
been already mentioned, muſt be both the. firſt principle and 
the perfection of the religion of Jeſus. 

In this reſpect a chriſtian is of no particular family or 1 
dred'; he 1s wen to no ngen. or N he is in truth 


, 1 2 
4 
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John xviii. 36. + Mark xvi. 15. Col. i. 23. 7.2 Cor. v. 11. 


Our Kind affestions then are het to be circumſcribed by 


mountains and rivers; Hor interrupted by artificial diviſions 
of land and water; ' they are not to be confined by family 


names or political diſtinctions; nay, not even by a difference 


of tellgigus opinions and denominations, : 
Which of the three, ſaid our Saviour to the lu yetz was 
Meigbbour th the poor. Fw who fell among the thieves b 
Was it the prieſt or the levite, men of his own nation, and 
of the fame religious perſuaſion ? No; both of them paſſed 
vn the ther fide, regardleſs of tis miſeries. It was a 
ranger; a man of a different, nay, of a rival nation and 
religion; it was an Heretic in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; 
in thort, it was a Samaritan; a term that comprehended 
every thing which to a J was odious and deteſtable. Vet 
this man felt that his diftreſſed eriemy was his neighbour : 
our Saviour therefore preſents o us his uncireumſeribed 
benevolence as an oed of Aminen! Ee, and th #hou 
likewiſe. 13 
It is 2 luhrient thüt we! 4 9 nene no injury; 
the gof blompts us to be sctide in his ſervice, ant to 
eorfider his intereſts ds eſſentlally connected with bur Own. 
It commands us in every thing that regards "mankind to 
fübſtitote Gurſtlbes in the place of others; and thus to 
make even our ſelf-love the theaſure and flandard of our 
bene vdlent und Tocial affeRtions:t G8 
Nay, our holy religion requites us to eee this divine 
temper To uhiverfally, that our enemies and perfeoutors 
muſt not be teh from its kind influences:; they to 
Huſt feel the effects of our benevolence. Indeed, to ſpeak 
pro- 


* Luke x. 30—37. + Mat. vii. 12. + Luke vi. 27—38. Mat. v. 43—48. 
Rom. xii. 21. | ; 


properly, a chriſtian has no enemy; the world preſents to 
him nothing but objects of domeftic charity; his tongue 
muſt bleſs always; to it the faculty of curſing muſt be utterly 
unknown.* This is the doctrine of the New Teftament ; 
this is the character of a true diſciple of Jeſus. 

For this reaſon charity 1s preferred to faith and to hope, 
and indeed to every ſpiritual gift. TH a man, St. Paul 
tells us, was to ſpeak with the tongues of men and of angels; 
tho he had the gift of prophecy, and unden ſtood all myſteries 
and all knowledge ; the he had all faith, fo that he could 
even remove mountains; tho he yo all his goods to feed 
the poor; nay tho, from an excels of generoſity and public 
ſpirit, he gave his body to be burned; yet, without that 
noble, that extenſi ve, that univerſal principle of benevolence, 
ſignified by the word charity, his tongues, his faith, his 
knowledge and his prophecy would avail him nothing ; he 
would ſtill be as deficient, with regard to the true ſpirit of 
_ chriſtianity, as a piece of ſounding braſs or a 4 rag eymbat, 

is defective in point of true muſical expreſſion ; he would 
ſtill be a ſtranger to the intrinſic excellence and real genius 
of the goſpel. | | OS 

Having thus attempted to explain the nature of fear and 
love, as being the reſpective ſources of jew:/h and of 
chriſtian obedience ; I ſhall now proceed, 


II. To make ſuch obſervations on the ſubject, as ſeem to 
be beſt adapted to this important and intereſting occaſion. 


Is this then the complexion of chriſtianity ?- And can 
we avoid teſtifying our aſtoniſhment at the character and 
conduct of thoſe who, in various ages of the church, have 
6 | adopted 


1 Cor. iv. 12. Rom. xii. 14. + 1 Cor. xiii. 


( 14 ) 
adopted principles of a contrary tendency > Who themſelves 
| abuſing that liberty, that perfect law of liberty, wherewith 
| Chrift 225 made us free, would again entangle others with 
he yoke of bondage; putting a yoke upon our necks, which 
l neither our fathers nor we were able to bear 9“ 

Might we not with great propriety expoſtulate with ſuch 
men in the words of St. Paul | now, after that ye have 
known God---how turn ye again to the 'weak and beggarly 
lf elements, whereunto ye deſire again to be in bondage ? Do 
[ ye not perceive that where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is 
| liberty Of 

It is Leal a melancholy truth that chriſtians, who above 
all others have boaſted in the term catholic, have yet im- 
bibed a narrower ſpirit, and have departed farther from that 
charity, which is the royal law d of the goſpel, than any of 
the followers of Jeſus. Arrogating to themſelves the fole 
right of interpreting the divine oracles, they have preſumed 
ji to anathematize all thoſe who could not ſubſcribe to their 
falſe or partial interpretations. 
| The ſecular arm 1s then moſt inhumanly commanded to 
finiſh what the church has begun; and thus, inſtead of 
ſpeaking the truth in love, and keeping the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace, they have converted the 
[| chriſtian world into a ſcene of blood and deſolation; and 
| thouſands of harmleſs, nay of exemplary chriſtians have 
1 been made victims, to gratify the ambition of prieſts, or the 
l rage of zealots, who wanted to uſurp a /rdſ/bip over God's 
| Heritage. Can any thing be more remote from the ſpirit 
of 


* Gal. v. 1. James i 25. AQs XV. 10. + Gal iv. g. Ta Cor. ni. 17. 
$ James ii. 8. } Epheſ. iv. 3, 15. „ | 
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of chriſtianity? A religion which commands us in meekneſ$ 
to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; to reprove, rebuke 
and exhort with all long-ſuffering ; and to reftore ſuch as be 
overtaken in a fault, in the ſpirit of meekneſs.* 

If love and meekneſs then muſt be employed in reclaim- 
ing from faults; how much more ought we to exerciſe the 
ſpirit of tenderneſs with regard to mere opinions? The 
arms of truth are reaſon, argument, mildneſs, candour and 
ſimplicity : by theſe alone can its intereſts be eſtabliſhed 
and ſupported. Now, with truth and reaſon the arm of 
fleſh has no fort of connexion; it is the natural and peculiar 
inſtrument of falſhood and error ; and by theſe it is gene- 
rally accompanied. The principle of their union is violence; 
and they terminate in blood. | 

The arms of the chriſtian warfare, even againſt its worſt 
enemies, are of a very different kind. Stand therefore, 
ſays St. Paul,+ having your loins girt about with truth; and 
having on the breaſjt-plate of righteouſneſs; and your 
feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, &c. 
This is the armour which chriſtianity employs to prevent or 
to ſuppreſs differences of opinion; and with this alone will 
its efforts be ſucceisful. _ 2 

Let him then, who wiſhes to exterminate when he cannot 
perſuade, and who feels himſelf prompted to employ fire 
and ſword as means of conviction, remember theſe remarkable 
words of the ſame apoſtle; Io art thou that judgeſt ano- 
ther man's ſervant ?® To his own maſter he ſtandeth or 
falleth : yea, he ſhall be holden up; for God is able to 
make him ſtand. Let every man be fully perſuaded in his 


"OWN. 


* 2 Tim. ii. 25. iv. 2, Gal. vi. 1. | | + Epheſ. vi. 14.—18. 
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own mind.* This is the language of Scripture; indeed it is 
the language of common ſenſe ; for conviction and love are 
the only bonds of union among men. ; | 
What ſort of union has been produced among chriſtians 
by extirpations and maſlacres, hiſtory and the nature of the 
thing may eaſily inform us. Have the perpetrators of them 
been able to remove the diviſions which they have employed 
them to remedy or to prevent ? Have they been able to ex- 
terminate the doctrines as well as the bodies of the unhappy 
victims ? Inſtead of love, unanimity and confidence among 
men, have they not propagated ſuſpicion, jealouſy, and 
diſtruſt ? And upon the friends and poſterity of the ſufferers 
have they not entailed rage, reſentment and deſpair ? nay, 
have they not rouſed the generous indignation of uncon- 
nected ſpectators ; and by exciting, in favour of their dying 
brethren, the powerful workings of ſympathy and com- 
paſhon, augmented the number of thoſe whom they wanted 
to deſtroy e | 
This indeed is the common effect of religious perſecu- 
tions; ſo true is the maxim that He blood of the martyrs is 
the fruitful ſeed of the church. But if union could really 
be bought at ſuch a price; ſurely we ought to ſhudder at 
ſo dear and ſo dreadful a purchaſe. 
This day's ſolemnity, my brethren, neceſſarily recalls to 
our thoughts a moſt deplorable inſtance of this exterminating 
ſpirit ; an inſtance which in ſome circumſtances even ſur- 
paſſes the ſcenes of deſolation, which have afflicted and 
diſgraced other countries. The feebleneſs of age, the en- 
gaging innocence of infancy, and the inſinuating ſoftneſs 
and delicacy of female nature uſually diſarm even ſavages of 
their brutality : but in vain did they attempt to ſoften the 
| en- 


Rom. xiv. 4, 5, 10. See James iv. 11, 12. 


enthuſiaſtic rage of our miſguided bigots. All fell together 


without diſtinction, a ſhocking monument of the enormities 
of religious fury. te > * 
Humanity will not fuffer me to recount the horrours of 


thoſe unhappy times. It would make us bluſh for our ſpe- 


cles, to recollect the atrocious crimes of which religion has 
made them capable. We ſhould be loſt in wild aſtoniſn- 
ment to perceive that men could feel themſelves prompted 
to commit the moſt flagrant, the moſt ſavage cruelties, by 
a religion which breathes nothing but univ love, tender- 
neſs and ſympathy. We would gladly forget paſt inſtances 
of brutal ferocity, if we could obtain ſatisfaction that they 
will never be repeated; for it cannot ſurely be pleaſing to us 
to record the Aifracefal enormities of our deluded fellow- 
creatures and countrymen. _ :o:\ 
Charity bids us hope that the papiſts of the preſent times 
will never think of treading in the bloody footſteps of their 
forefathers : it bids us hope that they will ſincerely join with 
us in deteſting a ſeries of the moſt atrocious murders reſolved 
on without provocation; and, I am afraid, perpetrated 
without remorſe : it bids us hope that a long experience of 
our lenity and moderation, in ſuſpending the operation of 
thoſe laws, which a principle of ſelf-defence and the memory 
of recent cruelties extorted from us, may at length ſoften 
their minds into love, gratitude and confidence ; and make 
them feel themſelves to be men, fellow-citizens and felow- 
chriſtians with us their proteſtant brethren. 1 


Too long, too long have they adhered to principles incon- 


ſiſtent with the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity; inconſiſtent 
with the fundamental laws of civil ſociety. What room de 
they leave us for confidence, till they have utterly rejected 


their 1 
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their principle of intolerance ? till they feel the obligation, 


of keeping faith with thoſe whom they brand with the name 
of heretics; till they have ſhaken off their flaviſh depen- 


dence upon a foreign juriſdiction, ſo deſtructive of the good 


order of a ſtate; and which, we find, has ſo often been 
employed to ſubreit all lawful authority, and to fill nations 


with terrour and deſolation > 


Till they give us this reaſonable ſecurity, can they bs 


ſurpriſed that we are anxious about our preſervation ? Can 


they be ſurpriſed that we wiſh to ſcreen ourſelves under the 


walls of our laws and conſtitution, againſt attempts that 
may full be made upon every thing that is dear to wy both 


as men and as chriſtians? 


If they would follow the directions of S. Paul ; * haſt 


thou faith Habe it to thyſelf before God; but aer not 
one another any more and if they would acknowledge the 
authority of S. Peter, in theſe words; giving all diligence 


to add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; and 


to knowlege, temperance; and to temperance, 1 ; and 


to patience, godlineſs ; and. to godline/s, brotherly kindneſs ; 


and to brotherly kindneſs, charity :+ if, I fay, they would 


adopt theſe chriſtian and truly catholic principles, and unt- 


formly act upon them; we ſhould embrace them with arms 


of love and ene - and our laws would become their 
ſecurity and defence; for our moſt penal ſtatutes can affect 


only the guilty ; andthe uniform ſuſpenſion of their effects 


is A proof that they were neren intended to protect the 


in nocent. 


Let 


* Ram. xiv. 13, 22. + 2 Pet. i. 5, 6. 


26 it be fer the intention of this Þoleiality' is 
not to perpetuate diviſions, but to reconcile differences; not 
to inflame, but to ſoften men's hearts: for while we expreſs | 
our ſincere gratitude to almighty God for the happy deliver- 
ance which we annual commemorate, piety will naturally 
humanize the ſoul; it will melt us into tenderneſs; it will 
make us feel that our enemies were men; ang that charity 
is the end of the commandment.* | 

Inſpired then with theſe generous and pious fentiments, 
let us on this occaſion lift up our hearts unto the Lord with | 


praiſe and thankſgiving. / At the fame time let it continue 


to be our earneſt endeavdhr to maintain and to propagate 
this ſpirit of love, which ſo amiably characteriſes our holy 
religion, and which, we juſtly think, is the peculiar orna- 
ment of proteſtantiſm let us never permit it to be ſullied 
by rancour, malignity or uncharitableneſs; principles in 
themſelves fo unworthy, and ſo inconſiſtent with its. true 
genius. Let not chriſtians, in defence of its doctrines, act 
in contradiction to its precepts; nor, to promote faith, de- 
ſtroy that which alone renders faith ' meritorious... Ga the 
contrary, let us overpower and diſarm our adverſaries by the 
force of good example; for this is the moſt perſuaſive and 
moſt prevailing of all arguments. 
Indeed the moſt effectual method of promoting, of de- 
fending, of honouring chriſtianity is uniformly to feel the 
practical efficacy of its principles; that is, to lead a good 
life. He therefore who, by obſerving the rules which it 
preſcribes, and by cultivating the diſpoſitions which it re- 
commends and inſpires, renders it moſt amiable and moſt 
* 
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worthy of: acceptation, iq others, is doubtleſs the ſpundeſt, 


the moſt orthodox, and the moſt catholic believer. 
Ihe, ſays the apoſtle James,“ is a wiſe man; and endued | 


with knowlege among you Let him ſhew, out of a good 
converſation, his works with meekneſs of, wiſdom. —— But 
the wiſdom that is from above is \firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated; full of merey and good fruits. 

To conclude ; may this divine wiſdom become univerſal 
among chriſtians ! May it become the governing principle of 
our lives! And may it put a happy and a ſpeedy period to 
all the religious diſtinctions, which have ſo long diſturbed 
the peace and happineſs of our country. Let us pray then, 
according to the amiable ſpirit of this excellent collect in 
our liturgy ; 


Almighty God, who fheweſt to them that be in errour the 
light of thy truth, to the intent that they may return into 
the way of righteouſneſs ; grant unto all them that are ad- 


mitted into the fellowſbip of Chriſt's religion, that they may 


eſchew thoſe things that are contrary to their profeſſion, and 
follow all eh things as are agreeable to the ſame ; thro' our 


Lord Jeſus Chrif. Amen. 


n 1 

Now to God 8. N the Son, and the Holy 
. Goſh, be aſcribed all praiſe, dominion and 
honour ; world without End. Amen. = 


* Ep. Ui. 13. 17. | | / | 


FAE END. 


